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Rovy Anne Dipaysa listened to classmates Monday at Waipahu High School, where her course load includes an AP statistics class, bottom. At top, she lobbied at the 
Capitol in February in support of the Hawaii Promise scholarship program. Dipaysa’s son, Marvy Rhed Aguilar, pictured above right, accompanied her to a leader- 


ship conference at Leeward Community College in June. 


State staffing shortages delay 
medical pot plans, dispensers say 


By Kristen Consillio 


kconsillio@staradvertiser.com 


Hawaii’s cannabis industry is 
facing more setbacks as the 
state struggles with an under- 
staffed program. 

Seven of 11 positions are va- 
cant at the Department of 
Health, which oversees the med- 
ical cannabis patient registry 
and dispensary licensing pro- 
grams. The registry is down 
three of six people, while the dis- 
pensary program has four va- 
cancies out of five. 

“The state’s medical cannabis 
dispensary program is failing pa- 
tients,” said Teri Gorman, 
spokeswoman for Maui Grown 
Therapies, the state’s first dis- 
pensary, which opened in Au- 
gust on Maui. 

Many patients don’t want to 
smoke, and rely on dispensaries 
for alternatives including vapor- 
ized oils, capsules, lozenges and 
topical lotions, she said. How- 
ever, the state has still not certi- 
fied a lab to test those products. 

DOH rules also ban dispensa- 
ries from selling devices such as 
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prefilled cartridges used in va- 
porizers, so patients must fill 
their own cartridges with a sy- 
ringe, she added. The dispensa- 
ries can sell concentrates such 
as oils, wax and hashish. 

“Dispensaries are still operat- 
ing under vague and cumber- 
some interim rules that 
encourage patients to smoke or 
seek black market alternatives,” 
Gorman said. “This demon- 
strates the absurdity of allowing 
the sale of concentrates while 
prohibiting the most common 
method of administration. Imag- 
ine a new cancer patient coming 
into a dispensary only to dis- 
cover she can’t purchase what 
she needs to get quick relief 
from pain or nausea without 
smoking. These delays hurt pa- 
tients and drive costs up. 
Greater product diversity and 
lower prices will not result from 
additional dispensaries if the 
regulator is understaffed, over- 
whelmed and unresponsive.” 

The DOH has faced scrutiny 
from lawmakers and others in 
the industry for a delay in 
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By Susan Essoyan 


sessoyan@staradvertiser.com 


t age 12, Rovy Anne Dipaysa would sit 
in the back of class and keep her 
mouth shut because other kids would 
make fun of her accent and grammar 
since she was fresh from the Philip- 
pines. 

Today the 5-foot-l-inch dynamo with the broad 
smile and braces is leading the way for her peers 
as the first Early College student in Hawaii to earn 
her associate’s degree — halfway through her se- 
nior year in high school. 

“Early College changed my life, big time,” she 
said in an interview. “It gave me hope. I didn’t have 
an idea what college is going to be. I just thought, ‘I 
cannot handle it.” 

Dipaysa, 18, will receive both her diploma from 
Waipahu High School and her Associate of Arts de- 
gree from Leeward Community College during an- 
nual commencement ceremonies in May. Though 
she completes the degree this month, she plans to 
stay at Waipahu for the spring semester to take mi- 
crobiology and “to go to prom.” 

Her schedule is jam-packed. She co-chaired 
homecoming, helps lead a Philippine youth council 
and is active in the honor societies at Waipahu and 
Leeward. She even works 15 hours a week at TJ 
Maxx and six at McDonald’s. And she manages to 
get straight A's. 

As if that weren’t enough, she gave birth to a 
baby boy last year. 

Becoming a mother has led many a teen to drop 
out of school, but the drive instilled in Dipaysa by 
the Early College program and support from teach- 
ers and family have helped keep her on track. 

Early College brings professors onto high school 
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